Antonio Andrade medium bio
Antonio Andrade is a recording artist who released his eighth album, the all-original My Reward, in October 2023 on Lifeshakes Recordings. He is a songwriter who has co-written with Louisa Branscomb and Freebo. He is a performer with more than 45 years’ experience who has appeared on the juried showcases at both SERFA and SWRFA, whom the Central Pennsylvania Music Awards honored as "Best Male Solo Artist" for 2021. At his very core, however, Antonio Andrade is an entertainer, winning audiences with his passion and enthusiasm in spirited performances of what he calls “rockin’ folk.”
In Steemit’s “Now Playing,” Will Phoenix described the many rewards of My Reward. “His hard work has paid off. Overall, this is an album that while often said to focus on themes of loss and death, is more than that. It is also an entertaining compilation of simple yet memorable tunes.... His unpretentious vocals and love of songwriting have resulted in a playlist of pieces that are innocent yet experienced and oft’times whimsically wise. It is, in essence, a collection of 'kids’ songs' for adults. So, check out Antonio Andrade’s 'My Reward' and 'Sing' along with him!"
“Singing and playing, presenting songs, and connecting with an audience are more fun than anything else I can imagine. The sensation of sharing energy with an audience arouses passion in me. Music has a presence and a life of its own. I am seeking to honor my passion,” the Centralia, PA native explains.
Andrade’s 2020 album Lucky in Love peaked at #34 on the Folk Alliance International Folk Chart. His 2011 interpretation of the Talking Heads’ “This Must Be the Place,” was used in the movie of the same name starring Sean Penn and Frances McDormand. The modest Andrade admits that “my ability to re-interpret songs might be a noteworthy skill. I believe the words when I say them.”
Since retiring from his day job in 2014, Andrade has become well known and regarded in Folk Alliance International. He has released four albums in seven years as compared to three in the previous sixteen and had pushed his performances up to five or six a month pre-COVID.
"Nobody brings more passion to the stage than Antonio." - James Lee Stanley, veteran singer-songwriter and music industry professional
